
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



2 4 APR 2008 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 



Susan L. RANCOURT 
HEENAN BLAIKIE LLP 
200 Bay Street, P.O. Box 1 85 
South Tower, Royal Bank Plaza 
Toronto, Ontario M5J 2J4 
CANADA 

In re Application of: : 
SPARKES, Vernon, W. : 

Application No.: 10/595,982 : DECISION 

PCT No.: PCT/CA2004/002 1 02 : 

Int. Filing Date: 06 December 2004 : 

Priority Date: 2 1 January 2004 : 

Attorney Docket No.: 493 18-05 : 

For: PIVOTING HITCH ASSEMBLY : 

This decision is issued in response to the "Petition" filed 24 April 2008, treated herein as 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.181. No petition fee is required. 



On 06 December 2004, applicant filed international application number 
PCT/CA2004/002102. The international application claimed a priority date of 21 January 2004, 
and it designated the United States. On 04 August 2005, the International Bureau (IB) 
transmitted a copy of the international application to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO). The deadline for payment of the U.S. basic national was thirty months from 
the priority date, i.e., 21 July 2006. 

On 23 May 2006, applicant filed a Transmittal Letter requesting entry into the U.S. 
national stage accompanied by, among other materials, payment of the small entity basic national 



On 19 November 2007, a "Power Of Attorney and Correspondence Address Indication 
Form" (Form PTO/SB/8 1) was filed. The Form PTO/SB/81 was signed by the applicant, it 
appointed above named counsel as attorney of record herein, and it requested that the 
correspondence address be changed from the address set forth in the original application papers 
to the new address set forth above. 

On 22 January 2008, the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) mailed a 
"Notification Of Missing Requirements" (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) indicating that an oath or 
declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.497 and the surcharge for filing this oath or declaration 
later than thirty months from the priority date were required. The Form PCT/DO/EO/905 was 
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mailed to the original correspondence address, not to the new correspondence address indicated 
above. 

On 24 April 2008, applicant filed the "Petition" considered herein. The petition requests 
that the Notification Of Missing Requirements mailed 22 January 2008 be vacated, and that a 
corrected Notification Of Missing Requirements be mailed to the proper attorney at the correct 
correspondence address 

DISCUSSION 

As noted above, an effective "Power Of Attorney and Correspondence Address 
Indication Form" (Form PTO/SB/81) was filed herein on 19 November 2007, prior to the 22 
January 2008 mailing of the Notification Of Missing Requirements. The Notification should 
therefore have been addressed to above-named counsel at the new correspondence address listed 
above. Instead, however, the Notification Of Missing Requirements was addressed to prior 
counsel at the the original correspondence address. 

Because the Notification Of Missing Requirements was not directed to the proper 
address, the Notification is appropriately vacated. 

It is noted that the present petition requests a copy of "all of the documentation that was 
sent to the prior attorney of record after the revocation of that attorney be mailed to the 
undersigned (i.e., Filing Receipt and Revocation and Appointment of Attorney)." However, 
other than the Form PTO/DO/EO/905, it does not appear that there has been any other 
correspondence mailed to prior counsel herein. A courtesy copy of the previously mailed Form 
PTO/DO/EO/905 will be included with the present decision. 

CONCLUSION 

The petition under 37 CFR 1.181 is GRANTED. 

The Notification Of Missing Requirements (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) mailed 22 January 
2008 to the previous correspondence address is hereby VACATED. 

This application is being referred to the National Stage Processing Branch of the Office 
of PCT Operations for further processing in accordance with this communication, including: (1) 
processing of the "Power Of Attorney and Correspondence Address Indication Form" (Form 
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PTO/SB/81) filed 19 November 2007; and (2) issuance of a new "Notification Of Missing 
Requirements" (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) directed to the above-listed correspondence address. 

Richard M. Ross 
Attorney Advisor 

Office Of PCT Legal Administration 
Telephone: 571-272-3296 
Facsimile: 571-273-0459 

End.: Notification Of Missing Requirements (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) mailed 22 January 2008 
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U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER NO. 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 



10/595,982 
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BENNETT JONES 
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4500 BANKERS HALL EAST 

855 - 2ND STREET, SW 

CALGARY, AB T2P 4K7 
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Date Mailed: 01/22/2008 
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INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 



PCT/CA04/02102 



LA. FILING DATE 


PRIORITY DATE 


12/06/2004 


01/21/2004 



CONFIRMATION NO. 1264 
371 FORMALITIES LETTER 

IIUlllllll 



NOTIFICATION OF MISSING REQUIREMENTS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 
IN THE UNITED STATES DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 

The following items have been submitted by the applicant or the IB to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office as an Elected Office (37 CFR 1 .495): 

• Indication of Small Entity Status 

• Priority Document 

• Copy of the International Application filed on 05/23/2006 

• Copy of the International Search Report filed on 05/23/2006 

• Copy of IPE Report filed on 05/23/2006 

• Preliminary Amendments filed on 05/23/2006 

• Small Entity Statement filed on 05/23/2006 

• U.S. Basic National Fees filed on 05/23/2006 

• Priority Documents filed on 05/23/2006 
•Power of Attorney filed on 11/19/2007 

• Specification filed on 05/23/2006 

• Abstracts filed on 05/23/2006 

• Drawings filed on 05/23/2006 

The applicant needs to satisfy supplemental fees problems indicated below. 

The following items MUST be furnished within the period set forth below in order to complete the requirements for 
acceptance under 35 U.S.C. 371 : 

• Oath or declaration of the inventors, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.497(a) and (b), identifying the application by 
the International application number and international filing date. 

• To avoid abandonment, a surcharge (for late submission of filing fee, search fee, examination fee or oath or 
declaration) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.492(h) of $65 for a small entity in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .27, must be 
submitted with the missing items identified in this letter. 

SUMMARY OF FEES DUE: 

Total additional fees required for this application is $65 for a Small Entity: 

• $65 Surcharge. 

ALL OF THE ITEMS SET FORTH ABOVE MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN TWO (2) MONTHS FROM THE 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR BY 32 MONTHS FROM THE PRIORITY DATE FOR THE APPLICATION, 
WHICHEVER IS LATER. FAILURE TO PROPERLY RESPOND WILL RESULT IN ABANDONMENT. 
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FORM PCT/DO/EO/905 (371 Formalities Notice) 



The time period set above may be extended by filing a petition and fee for extension of time under the provisions 
of37CFR 1.136(a). 

Applicant is reminded that any communications to the United States Patent and Trademark Office must be mailed 
to the address given in the heading and include the U.S. application no. shown above (37 CFR 1.5) 

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web. 
https://sportal.uspto.aov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPRhtml 

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or 
visit our website at http://www.uspto.aov/ebc. 

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice. 



PATRICIA A BOOKER 



Telephone: (703) 308-9140 EXT 204 
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Heenan Hiaikie 



-:CIPIENT(S) 

:NDER 
\TE 

JR REFERENCE 
JBJECT 



RECEIVED 

; APR 2 4 2008 

PCT LEGAL 
ADMINISTRATION 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION SHEET 

USPTO ; 

Attentidn: Richard Ross 

Fax Not 1-571-273-0459 

Susan li. Rancourt, Ph.D. 

T 416 643.6813 • F 1 866 223.1745 

April 24j 2008 
049318-10005 

US Patent Application No. 10/595,982 
Pages:- 



Heenan Blaikie 



Of Counsel 

The Right Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau, P.C, C.C.. C.H., Q.C.. FRSC (1984-2000) 

The Right Honourable Jean Chretien, P.C, Q.C. 

The Honourable Donald J. Johnston, P.C, Q.C, 

Pierre Marc Johnson, FRSC 

The Honourable John W. Morden' 

Peter M. Blaikie, Q.C. 

Andre Bureau, O.C 



P.O. Bo* 185, Suite 2600 
200 Bay Street- 
South Tower, Royal Bank Plaza 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M5J2J4 

www.heenanblaikle.com 



I, Susan Rancourt, hereby certify that I forwarded the attached Petition along with a copy 
of the ;Power of Attorney and Correspondence Address Indication Form to the United 
States jPatent and Trademark Office by facsimile on the date identified above. 




Susan {Rancourt Reg. No. 56,016 



NOTICE; This fax contains information that may be confidential or solicitor/client privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, 
any disclosure or other use of this fax or the information contained herein or attached hereto may be unlawful and is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this fax in error, please notify the sender immediately and we will do what is necessary to retrieve 
it. ThanK you for your kind cooperation. 

Heenan Blaikie llp Lawyers I Patent and Trade-mark Agents 

Toronto Montreal Vancouver Calgary Ottawa Quebec Sherbrooke Trois-Fovieres Victoria 
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TN TtTC UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s): 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
Examiner: 
Art Unit: 



Vernon W. Sparkes 

110/595,982 

December 6, 2004 

Unknown 

3611 



Attorney Docket 493 1 8-05 



Dear Sir: 



PETITION 



The undersigned {petitions, under 37 CFR 1.181, that the Notice of Missing Requirements that 
was sent on January 22, 2008 be rescinded, and that a new Notice with a new date, be sent to the 
correspondence address indicated on the Power of Attorney made of record in this application. 

The above-identified patent application was filed as a National Entry Application on May 23, 
2006, by the Applicant's prior counsel. The attached Power of Attorney was filed in the Patent 
Office on November 19, 2007, indicating that the attorney of record and address that was to be 
used for all correspondence had changed. Because of concerns as to the status of the application, 
a Status Request was submitted the Patent Office on March 28, 2008, and the Patent Office was 
contacted by phdne yesterday to request an update. 

The undersigned; was advised by the Patent Office that, on January 22, 2008, a Notice of Missing 
Requirements was sent to the address of the prior attorney of record and not the new 
correspondence Address on file. The undersigned petitions that a new Notice of Missing 
Requirements be! issued, and that a copy of all of the documentation that was sent to the prior 
attorney of recoiid after the revocation of that attorney be mailed to the undersigned (i.e., Filing 
Receipt and Revocation and Appointment of Attorney). 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: April 24, 2008 



Susan L. Rancourt, Reg. 56,016 
Attorney for Applicant 
Heenan Blaikie LLP 
Telephone: 416-643-6813 
Fax: 1-866-223-1745 
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•CIPIENT(S) 

•NDER 

VTE 

JR REFERENCE 
IBJECT 



FACSINliLE TRANSMISSION SHEET 
USPTO 

Fax Hoi 1-571-273-8300 

Susan li. Rancourt, Ph.D. 

T 416 643.6813 • F 1 866 223.1745 

Novembfer19, 2007 
049318-0005 

US Patent Application No. 10/595,982 



Of Counsel 

The Right Honourable Pierre Elliot! Trwfeau, P.C.. C.C., C.H., Q.C., FRSC (19*4-2000) 

The Right Honourable Jean Chretien. P.C, Q.C. 

The Honourable OonaW J. Johnston, P.C, Q.C. 

Piene Mart: Johnson, FRSC 

The Honourable John W. Morten 

Peter M. Blaikie. Q.C. 

Andre Bureau, O.C. 



>.O.Box185, SuKe2600 
!00 Bay Street 

Jouth Tower. Royal Bank Plaza 
"oronlo, Ontario 
Canada M5J 2J4 

ww.heenanblaikle.com 



I, Susaji Rancourt, hereby certify that I forwarded the attached Power of Attorney and 
Correspondence Address Indication Form to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office py facsimile on the date identified above. 




an Rancourt Reg. No. 56,016 



NOTICE: this fax contains information that may be confidential or solicitor/client privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, 
any disclosure or other use of this fax or the information contained herein or attached hereto may be unlawful and is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this fax In error, please notify the sender immediately and we will do what Is necessary to retrieve 
it. Thank you for your kind cooperation. 

Heeiun BUXIallp Lawyers ) Patent and Trade-mark /Agents 

Toronto Monfreaf Vancouver Calgary Ottawa Quebec Sherbrooke Trcis-ftvieres Victoria 



04/24/2008 09:07 FAX 



Heenan Blaikie 
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UnriPr the Paperwork Reduction Art of 1995, no PgrSOni 



( 

PTO/S8/21 (11-07) 
Approved (or use through 11/30/2007. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ar* remjired to respond to a c ollection nf Information unless It displays a valid QMB Control number 



Application Number 



10/595,982 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be usad for all correspondence after initial filing) 



Filing Date 



December 6, 2004 



First Named Inventor 



SPARKES, Vernon W 



Art Unit 



3611 



Examiner Name 



Not known 



Total Number of Pages In This Submission 



Attorney Docket Number 



49318-05 



ENCLOSURES {Check all that apply) 



□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 
Fee Attached 

Amendment/Reply 
After Final 
□ Affidav rts/decla raiion(s) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement 



Certified Copy of Priority . 
Documenl(s) 

Reply to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Reply to Missing b arts 
under 37 CFR l.te or 1.53 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



Drawing(s) 

Licenslng-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 

CD, Number of CD(s) 

I | Landscape Table on CD 



\ Remarks F 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



After Allowance Communication to TC 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 

Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please Identify 
below): 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm Name 



HEENAN BLAllKIE LLP 



Signature 



Printed name 



^USAN L. RA^COURT 



Date 



Reg. No. 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below: 



Signature 



\ s Typed 



or printed name 



pes 



SAN L. RANCOURT 



Date 



This collection of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The Information fs required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 andl.14, This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting she completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of Ume you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for redudng this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO; Com miss id ner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



!fyou\need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



Heenan biaiKie 
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( 

PTO/SB/81 (01-06) 
Approved for use through 12/31/2008. 0MB 0651-0035 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are requi 

powfr of Attorney 

and 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 
INDICATION FORM 


Application Number 


10/595,982 \ 


Filing Date 


December 6. 2004 


First Named Inventor 


SPARKES, Vernon W. j 


Title 


Pivoting Hitch Assembly 


Art Unit 


3611 


Examiner Name 


Not known 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


49318-05 _J 



I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified application. 



I hereby appoint: 

| I Practitioners associated with the Customer Number 
OR 

\S\ Practitioners) named belrjw; 



Name 


Registration Number 


Susan L Rancourt 


56.016 


, 5 , ■ 




i 









as i 



Trademark Office connected therewith. 



Piease recognize or change the correspondence address for the above-Identified application to: 

□ The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number 
OR 

□ The address associated with Customer Number: 

OR . ■ ■ 



m 



Firm or 

Individual Name 



Heenan blajkie llp 



Address 



200 Bay Street, P.O. Box 185, South Tower, Royal Bank Plaza 



| State |Qi 



City 



Toronto 
banada 



ntario 



ap |M5J 



2J4 



Country 



| Email | srancourt@heenan.ca" 



Telephone 



)[416>>36f>6336 



I am the 

□ 



Applicant/Inventor. 

Assignee of record of ttie entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71. 
Statement under 37 Qj\RR.73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96) 




SIGNATURE of Applicant or Assignee of Record 



Signature 



Name 



| Date 



j Tefephone 



3M: 



Title and Company 



NOTE: Signatures of aU the inventory or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative (s) are required. Submit multiple forms if more than one 
signature is required, see below*. -■ 



Total of . 



A. 



. forms are submitted. 



This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1 .31 , 1.32 and 1 .33. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an appllcatiba Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes 
to complete, including gathering, preparing , and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time ydu require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, :U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED . 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SENti TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, caif U800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



